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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


JANUARY 
Pose) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1904: Opening of Racecourse Junction - 
Burrumbeet Racecourse line (90) 

lith, 1979: Last Echuca - Deniliquin rail motor 
service (15) 

13th, 1964: Opening of Wodonga bogie 
exchange (30) 

17th, 1859: Opening of first government line. 
Melbourne - Williamstown (135) 

26th, 1974: Final run of swing-door train to Port 
Melbourne (20) 

28th, 1914: Opening of Chillingollah - 
Manangatang line (80) 

29th, 1879: Opening of Springhurst - 
Wahgunyah line (115) 

1859: Spencer Street (Batman's Hill) station 
opened (135) 


FEBRUARY 
[23s 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1884: Victorian Rail Department placed 
under management of three commissioners 
(110) 

3rd, 1929: Re-opening and electrification of 
Darling - East Malvern line (65) 

an ae Closure of Koo-wee-rup - Bayles line 

35 
a Be Opening of Murtoa - Horsham line 
115 

5th, 1964: Closure of Kerang - Stony Crossing 
line (30) 

7th, 1969: Collision between Southern Aurora and 
northbound goods at Violet Town (25) 

8th, 1859: Princes Bridge - Richmond private 
line opened (135) 

10th, 1859: Melbourne - Sunbury government 
line opened (135) 

se ae Opening of Mitiamo - Pyramid line 

110 

13th, 1974: Last operating wig-wag crossing 

warning signal abolished on the Daylesford 


line (20) 

14th, 1949: Closure of Alberton - Port Albert 
line (45) 

mG ee Closure of Ben Nevis - Navarre line 
40 


28th, 1959: Closure of St Kilda - Elwood 
tramway (35) 

1859: First VR goods engines (0-6-0), later 
known as V class, into service (135) 

1929: First X class loco (2-8-2) Mikado loco built 
at Newport Workshops (65) 


MARCH 
aay 
ANNIVERSARIES 

6th, ate Opening of Beulah - Hopetoun line 
(100 

13th, 1959: First M class 150 hp diesel-hydraulic 
shunting loco (0-6-0) built at Newport 
Workshops (35) 

14th, 1899: First narrow gauge line (2’ 6”) 
opened, Wangaratta - Whitfield (95) 

14th, 1969: Opening of line extension, Appleton 
Dock - new container wharves (25) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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PTC ANNUAL REPORT 


The PTC has published their annual 
report, submitted to the Minister for 
Public Transport by Mr A Reiher, 
chairman, on 24 September 1993. A 
summary of relevant items is set out 
hereunder: 


= During the year 4062 staff, 21.7%, left 
the corporation through voluntary 
redundancy, targeted separation 
packages and attrition. Total cor- 
poration staff at 30 June 1993 was 
14 603. 

= The depressed economy caused 
country patronage to decline by 5% 
compared to 1991-92. 99.7% of 
scheduled services were operated 
but of the 51 000 services, only 89% 
met on-time performance. 

= The most significant event of the 
year was the carriage of 33 000 pas- 
sengers to the Australian Inter- 
national Airshow at Avalon in 
October 1992. 

= Freight revenue improved from 
$135.4 million in 1991-92 to $151.3 
million, an increase of 11.7%. 

= Victorian intrastate revenue was 
$18.3 million, an increase of 23.6%. 


Pe ee ee 


This was due to improved harvest 
volumes and the targeting of non- 
cereal grain. The farm pick-up 
scheme delivered 400 000 tonnes of 
additional grain into the Victorian 
network. 


Victorian container traffic improved 
by $1.1 million, 11.2%, as a result of 
the introduction of intrastate super- 
freighter services. 


The good result in Victorian intra- 
state traffic was offset by a drop in 
interstate business from $58.2 mil- 
lion to $55.7 million. 


V/Line freight hauled 9.7 million 
tonnes, an increase of 1.2 million 
tonnes over the previous year. 


The introduction of driver-only 
trains continued, with 60 trains on 
the Geelong corridor being ope- 
rated in such a manner. The DOO 
project will be extended to other 
passenger and freight services over 
the next three years. 


Operating deficit for the year was 
$38.392 million, compared to 
$128.873 the previous year. The 
accumulated deficit as at 30 June 
1993 was $3 723 171 000. 


$317 leads an up Bandiana superfreighter out of Benalla on 
Mon.9.8.93 Joe Hilton 
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V/LINE REVENUE, PASSENGER JOURNEYS AND FREIGHT CARRIED 
Commodity — 


Revenue 
($7000) 
Bulk products 
Grain, including rice 38 095 
Non-cereal grain 5 819 
Fertiliser 409 
Cement 5 267 
Gypsum 1 250 
Minerals and quarry 3 742 
Solid fuel 4 825 
Paper products 1 456 
Petroleum 7 745 


Intermodal 

Fast Track LCL and Wagon 
Processed food 

Containers (Victorian) 


Interstate 
Domestic containers 
Forwarding agents 
Shipping containers 
lron and steel 

Paper products 
Miscellaneous 2 229 
Total 151 311 


PASSENGERS AND TRADING 


13 870 
1 268 
10 887 


22 093 
9 000 
6 305 

12 322 
3 919 


Tonnes 


V/Line carried 5.309 million passengers, earning $46.130 million. Met commuter 
boardings, including rail, bus and tram totalled 222.466 million with revenue of 


$298.492 million. 


A further $9.705 million was earned from the trading and catering branches. 


INVENTORY 
1993 


Diesel locomotives 173 
Rail tractors 33 
Met carriages (EMU) 918 
Heritage carriages 

Departmental carriages 

V/Line carriages 

Charter carriages 

Joint stock (AN and SRA) 

Bogie wagons 

Fixed wheel wagons 

Fast Track parcel vans 

Support bogie wagons 

Support fixed wheel wagons 


TRACK 
Rail: 5107.1 route km 
Tram: 235.8 route km 


LOCOMOTIVE KILOMETRES 
Passenger 
17 846 
7 110 061 


Steam 
Diesel 


BALLARAT RAIL 
PROMOTION GROUP 


The group’s open day at Ballarat rail- 
way station on Sun.31.10 went off suc- 
cessfully, with an estimated several 
hundred people viewing the displays 
in the former railway refreshment 
rooms, inspecting the former dining 
room and touring the Ballarat B 
(Lydiard Street) signalbox. 


1992 

209 

42 

918 

7 

3 
190 Includes four DRC 


5805.9 track km 
471.5 track km 


Goods Departmental 


9 227 742 195 229 


Unfortunately 56RM, which had 
been intended to run shuttles to Redan 
and Sulky, was not serviceable, much 
to the disappointment of a good 
contingent who had travelled from 
Melbourne. 

The group is working on a ‘bigger 
and better’ approach and the aim is to 
feature railways and railway tours as 
part of the 1994 Ballaarat Begonia 


Festival, By then Steamrail Ballarat 
should be ensconced in their new 
depot at Ballarat East, the D> could be 
back and the group caring for A and 
Ballarat East signalboxes. 

The group was pleased with the 
modest success of the open day and is 
ready to move on to more substantial 
effort to highlight the significance of 
the Ballarat railway precinct. 


EPPING - WHITTLESEA 
RAIL PRESERVATION 


In response to a query by Mr R Aquil- 
ina of Epping, the Minister for Public 
Transport replied as follows: 

‘In 1989, a Transport Strategy was 
developed by relevant agencies, 
including the PTC, to provide a frame- 
work for the long term development of 
transport in the Plenty Valley growth 
corridor. The strategy includes specific 
reference to the need to retain the rail 
reservation between Epping and the 
Whittlesea township, with the exten- 
sion of the rail service from Epping to a 
planned activity centre at South 
Morang, planned as a first stage. 

The PTC has no intention of selling 
land along the rail reservation. Some 
consideration has been given to selling 
rail properties adjacent to the rail corri- 
dor, however, the disposal of this land 
is not detrimental to the possible rail 
extension in the future.’ 


PTC CONTRACTING-OUT 


Contracting-out of PTC functions is 
saving the Victorian taxpayer about 
$20 million annually. 

In a little over a year, the PTC has 
already contracted-out 21 major activi- 
ties, including: 
= freight road linehaul, 
= security, 
= cleaning of buildings, stations and 

rollingstock, 
= plumbing and maintenance, 
= real estate management, 
= child care centre, 
= internal audit, and 
= supply and distribution of uniforms. 


NATIONAL RAIL 


On Mon.8.11 a group, including the 
Federal Transport Minister, the Vic- 
torian Minister for Public Transport 
and National Rail Transport Manager, 
Mr F Hussey, assembled at Dynon rail- 
way yards to flag away the first train to 
cross interstate boundaries without 
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The first National Rail crewed train between Melbourne and Adelaide, led by G515-X46 passes through Lara 
with No.9145 superfreighter. 16 40, Mon.8.11.93 David Hodges 


The maximum court-imposed fine 
for not having a valid ticket will in- 
crease from $200 to $500 and a person 
who uses a fraudulent means to buy 
a ticket to gain a concession fare could 
be fined $1000 if the case goes to 
court. 


moment the locomotives don’t belong 
to National Rail, most of the wagons 
don’t belong to us and the signals 
are still controlled by the state rail 
authorities.’ 

The Federal Transport Minister said 
the Bureau of Industry Economics’ 
recent call for Australian railways to 
raise productivity by 30% should not 
discourage authorities, as $153 million 
had been earmarked to upgrade rail 
freight infrastructure. 


FARE EVADERS 


Fare evaders will face fines of up to 
$1000 under a planned crackdown by 
the State Government. 


having to change a crew. Drivers of this 
train were John Bradley and John 
Armstrong. 

Under the new enterprise agree- 
ments, two National Rail crews replace 
the three or four state crews that have 
formerly run the route. 

Despite the fuss at Dynon, Mr Hus- 
sey was keen to put the breakthrough 
into perspective. ‘I’m loath to build up 
customer expectations at this stage,’ he 
said. ‘The service currently isn’t good 
... but itis a step in the right direction.’ 

Mr Hussey will oversee National 
Rail’s new staffing between Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne and he said the 
early changes were symbolic. ‘At the 


Any person who makes a false rep- 
resentation to gain a ticket or conces- 
sion will also face the $1000 fine. 


A decision has not yet been made 
about increasing on-the-spot fines but 
it is being considered that the fine of 
$100 for not having a ticket will be in- 
creased and serious fare evaders may 
receive criminal convictions. 


ee 
Pe er 


No.9531 down Long Island steel, hauled by $301-X50-1T388 passes through Glenhuntly. Fri.12.11.93 lan Green 
r i Ey Tae L = hin 
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SYDNEY/ MELBOURNE 
EXPRESS 


On Sunday, 21 November 


: he replacement, the much 


vaunted XPT, left Sydney on the same 
evening and ran nearly an hour late. 
Quite an embarrassing situation for 
both state systems, especially Country- 
link, who have been pushing for the 
new train for some time. 

The Sydney/Melbourne Express was 
the outcome of the combining of 
the Southern Aurora and the Spirit of 
Progress on 2 September 1986, in an 
endeavour to cut costs. From this date we came to know 
the train as the ‘Sex’ or ‘Mex’, depending on the direc- 
tion of travel, and it was fortunate to retain some of the 
charm of the ‘Aurora’. The original NAM and LAN sleep- 
ing cars, BCS lounge car and RMS dining car stayed along 
with the VRS buffet car and VFK and VBK sitting cars 


from the ‘Spirit’. The Victorian sitting and buffet cars were 
eventually replaced by NSW cars and FAM sleepers from 


Julian Insall 


1993, the last SYDNEY 
Express departed Melbourne, 
ending the era of locomotive 
hauled passenger services 
between the biggest cities in 
Australia 


the Brisbane Limited and Gold Coast 
Motorail became part of the normal 
consist after those trains were replaced 
by the XPT. 

The new service maintained the 
Southern Aurora timetable, as well as 
the stops of the Spirit of Progress. When 
first introduced, there was a first 
division express comprising the sleep- 
ing accommodation and a second 
for the sitting passengers which were 
scheduled to epetate during the peak holiday periods. 
Unfortunately, this did not last long and operations re- 
verted to running a full 17 vehicle mixed service which 
still included the motorail wagon for passengers’ motorcars, 
but this service was also unwisely curtailed early. Recent 
holiday services saw as many as 16 carriages operating in 
either direction, but the sitting cars getting more patronage 
than the sleepers. 


The first official XPT from Sydney crosses over the North Melbourne flyover at 07 50 
on Mon.22.11.93, 50 minutes late Graham Withers 
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XPT sits in platform 1 at Spencer Street at 09 15 while the cars are watered and serviced 


arse satriace oot 
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on Sat.27.11.93 Graham Withers 


The motive power used on the service was mainly confined 
to single 81 or G class locomotives, normally with the assist- 
ance of a second unit from Albury to Sydney and vice versa. It 
was not uncommon though for the single engine to work 
through to Sydney during the last twelve to eighteen months. 
The extra loco dropped on at Albury or double-headed out of 
Sydney, could be a 44, 422, 442 or even an 80 class. A sample 
of combinations were: G526-4464, 4472-8176, G521-4401, 
8050-42209, 8008-8168, G526-42210, and on 16 April 1992, 
S311 led G527 into Sydney Terminal. There have even been 
C class locos rostered as train engine on either side of the 
border at times. 

When the Spirit of Progress and the Intercapital Daylight 
were in operation, catering crews worked through to Junee. 
When the last trains ran in 1986, the buffet crews continued 
working through on the ‘Express’ and returned on the ‘Day- 
light’ or vice versa. The last ‘Daylight’ on 31 August 1991 saw 
the end of V/Line and Countrylink catering staff working to 
Junee and instead, worked as far as Albury from Melbourne 
and Goulburn from Sydney. Crews from Melbourne had a 
five hour rest period in Albury and crews from Sydney to 
Goulburn had a six hour break before their return to the har- 
bour city. There was normally a drinks steward in the lounge 
car, two cooks, head waiter, drinks waiter and three table 
waiters in the dining car and four staff in the VRS buffet car, 
when it operated. When it was replaced by the NSW RDH/ 
RDS buffet, only one staff member was required. Later cut- 
backs saw only one cook in the diner, but a second if demand 
warranted, which it rarely did. The drinks waiter also worked 
the lounge car after dinner. 

Conductors played a vital role in public relations and on 
these trains they were no exception. From Melbourne, there 
was one conductor to cater for the sitting carriages and a 
second was brought on if passenger totals topped 200. There 
was also a conductor for the sleeping cars. In NSW, there 
were two conductors regardless of how many passengers and 
two for the sleeping carriages. V/Line cut back the need for a 
conductor in each carriage and instead used one per three car- 


riages in either direction. There were normally only two 
sleepers and a third during the busy periods. When the cost 
for a sleeping berth was reduced to $135 one way, the demand 
for beds increased, resulting in the third sleeper returning, but 
still with only the one conductor from Melbourne. 

The last Sydney Express was advertised ex Melbourne on 
Saturday 20 November, with the last Me/bourne Express from 
Sydney on the same night, but instead of running the cars 
from the last ‘Mex’ empty back to Sydney, it was decided to 
work these home as an extra ‘Last Sex’ on Sunday 21 
November with the first XPT scheduled to arrive in Mel- 
bourne the next morning at 07 00. The evening before 
however, the penultimate service out of Melbourne was 
treated more like the last, as it was supposed to be. Festoons 
of streamers and balloons were set up in the train and along 
platform 1 and the passengers were in a party mood. The train 
was hauled by 8176 with 14 vehicles for 627 tonnes and 
entrusted to drivers Trevor P Kruger and Ray CJones, the last 
Melbourne loco crew to run the ‘Express’. Arrival at Albury 
was on time and an extra van, AHO2366, was added but 
no extra loco. The train consist from Spencer Street was; 
8176-SBH2241-BHA2222-RDS82263-ODS-2261-NDS2268- 
NDS2285-RMS2358-BCS2379-LAN2347-FAM-2387- 
FAM-2383-NAM2341-PHA2394. 

The last last Sydney Express was rostered G517-G518 with a 
Wodonga crew at the controls hauling a maximum of 17 
vehicles — seven sitting cars, diner, lounge and three sleepers 
for the regular customers and three sleepers and a lounge car 
for a NSW enthusiast society, with the power van bringing 
up the rear as usual. 

Departure was at 20 10, as per the new XPT timetable and 
the driver seemed determined to match the new schedule tak- 
ing only 13 minutes to Sunshine, 1 hour and 15 to Seymour 
and a total of 3 hours and 40 minutes to Albury. We were the 
wrong colour and shape to even think we could match an 
XPT, but it was a nice try! 

The dining car was operating at its best, with a full sitting 
out of Melbourne and continued until the food ran out, well 


after 21 30. The lounge car was also heavily patronised, espe- 
cially by members of the various preservation societies and 
railway publications joining the ‘normal’ passengers. There 
was not a headboard for the train, what a pity! At Albury, 
G517-G518 were detached and promptly attached to a Mel- 
bourne bound superfreighter while 4463 leading 8174 
dropped onto the express. The rostering of the 44 onto the 
train, and as lead unit, would not have happened without the 
quick thinking of locomotive inspector Mr Daryle Doherty 
from Albury, who had only arranged it the day before. This 
was a tribute to the original Southern Aurora days when the 
44 class loco regularly worked the train. 

Departure from Albury was at 23 59, Wagga Wagga 01 28, 
with arrival at Junee at 01 52. The loco crews changed over 
and at 02 00, the last ‘Express’ departed 
and disappeared not only into the 
night, but into history as well. The 
sounds of the 44 working hard faded 
and Junee reverted to silence. 

‘Thirty-eight minutes late at Goul- 
burn’ was the announcement from the 
Junee station assistant as information 
filtered through on the running of the 
first revenue run of the XPT through 
service. At 03 01, XP2008 arrived 51 
minutes late. We departed at 03 03 and 
it wasn’t long before we were whisked 
comfortable along at 160 km/h. 

Arrival at Albury was at 04 46 where 
the Countrylink crews handed over the 
XPT to the V/ Line crews for the first 


i 


time. Departure was at 04 55, almost an hour late. Once 
through the curves at Wodonga, the throttle was opened 
wide and it wasn’t long before the maximum speed of 130 
km/h in Victoria was reached and maintained for the rest of 
the journey. Stops were made at Wangaratta and Benalla as 
usual to pick up and set down passengers. Soon the Mel- 
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Once through the curves 
at Wodonga, the throttle was 
opened wide and it wasn’t 
long before the maximum 
speed of 130 km/h in 
Victoria was reached and 
maintained for the rest 
of the journey 


Cr ery 


bourne skyline was sighted and we were then nearing 
Broadmeadows where the ever familiar Comeng and Hitachi 
suburban electrics were seen. Once over the Jacana flyover 
we were soon speeding past Tullamarine and McIntyre loops 
before paralleling the Bendigo line from Albion and overtak- 
ing the Overland from Adelaide at Sunshine. The arrival at 
Spencer Street at 07 55 was greeted by a curious crowd, rail- 
way officials and the media horde. A new era had begun, 
albeit 55 minutes late. 

The XPT is to be stabled during the day in No.1B road at 
Spencer Street instead of the carriage sheds at South Dynon 
locomotive depot. These carriage sheds were built to house 
the ‘Aurora’ and ‘Spirit’ cars. After the unification of the two 
trains into the ‘Express’, the ‘Spirit’ track was converted to 
5’ 3” and the Overland carriages and 
Vinelander sleepers took up residence 
after being stabled in the Spencer 
Street car sheds for many years. The 
Vinelander no longer exists and the 
Overland is soon to return to the new 
carriage maintenance depot at Spencer 
Street. Plans are afoot to demolish the 
South Dynon carriage sheds and slew 
the standard gauge main line over to 
where they now stand. 

The only joint stock remaining on 
the standard gauge in Melbourne are 
sleepers DAM2333 and LAN2357 
which are going into the railway mu- 
seum and dining car RMS2360 which 
has been sold to West Coast Railway. 
Power car PHS2294, which has been purchased by V/Line, is 
to be used as a source of spare parts for their PH power vans 
which have a compatible power generating unit inside. 

The writing of this article would not have been possible 
without the help and information from locomotive drivers, 
catering staff, conductors and railfans alike. 


Running very late due to floods in northern Victoria, blue 8177 leads the Melbourne Express 


near Broadmeadows at 17 10 on Fri.15.10.93 Gavin McLaughlan 
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X52-X48-X40 arrive at Caulfield with No.9432 up briquette from Morwell 


sed 3 3 


at 1147 on Mon.23.8.93 Ian Green 


VW/LINE FREIGHT DIRECTION 


: Mr Bob Lawrence, Sentor 
Vice President of the Public 
Transport Union Locomotive : 
Division, attended a PTC: 
presentation of V/Line Bulk 
Freight, run by the Freight 

Division. He reported as 

The presentation was conducted by hereunder in the November 

issue of LOCOMOTIVE 

DIVISIONAL NEWS. 


; attended a presentation of V/Line 
Bulk Freight, run by the Freight Div- 
ision. The object of the presentation 
was to inform union officials and other 
employees about the direction V/Line 
Freight will be heading over the next 
few years. 


the relevant managers, led by the 
Director of Freight Services, Marinus 
Van Onselen. Some of the future 
projections include a contract with °* 

the GEB to move specialised grain to Geelong and Portland 
with the contract to last three years, with a possible extension 
of another two years. These trains will be of 27 vehicles (not 
the present 55 vehicle block sets) run on a basis of seven 
days a week. 

Further in the grain area, V/Line Freight is offering a farm 
pick-up service in the Riverina area of NSW, which is proving 
to be a success and may lead to the re-opening of the Tocum- 
wal line. 

Featured was a design for a portable hopper unloading 
facility which, with the removal of two sleepers in a siding, 
will allow stone and other bulk traffic like cement to be 
unloaded, near to where building, road and other projects are 
taking place to capture this traffic that now goes by road. 
Roadrailers are to be developed to carry fuel so that they can 
be off-loaded at the various country centres and driven 
directly to service stations to avoid double handling. 

It is also proposed to run another stone contract from a 
new siding near Kilmore East to a facility near Lyndhurst, to 


service Eastern Melbourne, which is 
the fastest growing region in Australia. 
This would be handled by two trains 
a day. 

The intrastate superfreighter con- 
cept is to be further developed with 
Mildura, Strathmerton, Eastern Gipps- 
land and Warrnambool coming on 
stream. The garbage train proposal, 
which will see Melbourne’s rubbish 
moved to country recycling centres, is 

* again on the agenda, along with a pro- 
posed contract with the Coal Corporation to move briquettes 
to Geelong for shipping to Germany and Asia. To accom- 
modate this, they have designed a new loading machine that 
delivers briquettes into the ships hold via a chute, which 
minimises damage to the product. 

In addition to the coal products, there exists a large deposit 
of high grade sand at Morwell that can be shipped to Mel- 
bourne, to replace the local supplies which are due to run out 
in about five years. This sand presently sits above a large 
deposit of brown coal, that is to be mined in the near future, 
as part of the Coal Corporation’s next venture. 

As can be seen, if all or most of these projects get up and 
running, V/Line Freight has a bright future. 


Mr Lawrence is to take up a driving position at Dimboola 
with National Rail. Mr Mick Kavanagh, Locomotive Division 
Secretary has already submitted his resignation as he also 
intends to take up a driving position with NR at Dimboola. 

NEWSRAIL wishes them well and extends appreciation for their 
assistance in the past. 
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The movement of grain is still a major part of V/Line’s transport task. Here H1 leads a switch trip of grain at 
West Footscray. Thurs.11.11.93 Jamie Fisher 
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Above: R185 and some locals pose at Korumburra as it 
was. Circa 1890 ARHS Archives 


Below: Korumburra loco depot, situated at the down end 
of the yard. On the left is the Korumburra casulty or 
break-down van, then the water tower, coal stage and 
behind the coal stage is the turntable and two bay engine 
shed. May 1961 PTC M7735 


THE GREAT 
SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
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Above: Sunrise at Korumburra during May 1961. This is how the ’Burra looked during the hey-day of 
steam, but would not finish the 1960s like this after the removal of many of its key features. The photo 
shows double-slip points, signal gantry and signal box, a K class loco shunting and a B class diesel-electric 
on a goods PTC M7739 


Below: T338 rests opposite the substantial station building at Korumburra. 09 45, Sat.22.9.84 Bryce Leydon 


nn 


— NEWSRAIL Janvazry 1994 


, A 
a oh Get Ss 
as 


Above: R718 near Koonwarra with a morning Korumburra to Foster roadside goods Mon.11.3.63 


Below: Melbourne to Korumburra roadside goods hauled by D?644, departs Bena Tues.9.1.62 
Both photos Lindsay Crow 
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Above: The morning Korumburra to Foster roadside goods, departs Meeniyan hauled by 
K154 Thurs. 26.9.63 


Below: A very clean R751 approaches the trestle bridges near Koonwarra with a Foster to 
Korumburra roadside goods, complete with the seemingly obligatory sheep vans, 1962 
Both photos Lindsay Crow 
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Above: K173 is turned on the Korumburra turntable. Of the two lines on the far right, the one 
on the left is to Leongatha and the one on the right is the old Outtrim line, which at this stage 
was still used as a head shunt. Circa 1961 PTC 


Below: B71 leads an up goods train between Koonwarra and Leongatha, photograph taken 
from a Tiger Moth aircraft. March 1978 Greg Fitzgerald 
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T383 on an up Yarram pass. crosses T401 at Meeniyan with p 


Sat.31.3.79 John Dare 


Below: One of the classics from John Dare. A friendly wave from the cab of B71 as it passes 


over one of the trestles near Koonwarra with an up Yarram pass. Sat.10.3.79 


Above 
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: Above: 60RM with 22BCPL in tow waits at Leongatha to form the 17 20 up service while 91RM is shut down 
+ awaiting its next trip. Sat.10.3.79 


Below: T402 arrives at Leongatha with the 15 58 ‘mixed’ to Yarram on Tues.30.12.80 Both photos John Dare 
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* Below: P12 rests in the sun at Leongatha, shortly the crew will turn up, kick the P into life and run the loco 
- around prior to running the 16 50 up pass. Sun.7.2.93 Bryce Leydon 
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Above: T345 races the up Yarram pass. along near Lyndhurst on Fri.28.2.64 Des Jowett 


Below: T398 prepares to depart Yarram at 06 45 with an up pass. Mon.12.3.79 John Dare 
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Above: R761-R707 pose on the trestle bridge over the Tarwin River near Meeniyan during the ARHS 
Foster tour on Sat.18.5.74 John Dare 


Below: D?639-R756 pass through Loch during the ARHS Yonder to Yarram tour. Sat.22.2.64 Lindsay Crow 
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balled beyond Leongatha Graham Withers 
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PRESERVATION 


T413 LOCOMOTIVE 
PRESERVATION GROUP 
INC. 


The aim of the group is to continue 
maintenance on T413, continue with 
rust treatment and removal, and apply 
fresh paint. 


A submission has been made to the 
PTC to have W241 allocated to the 
group and WCR have made an 
approach to have B75 placed into the 
group’s care for restoration. Final 
terms and agreement have to be sorted 
out. 


As the group may be involved in the 
care and restoration of other loco- 
motives, it is looking into a possible 
name change which will allow them to 
approach government bodies for 
funding and assistance. 


Of interest is the group’s compi- 
lation of the history of T413’s oper- 
ational service with VR. The loco 


News from the preservation scene 


entered service on Wednesday 9 July 
1969 and on the following day ran its 
first revenue trip on the 05 45 down 
Seymour goods. 


GEELONG STEAM 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


The society needs a further set of 
carriages in order to cope with future 
operational requirements. Recently, 
the Zig Zag Railway at Lithgow, NSW, 
has made it known it had five former 
QR Evans suburban carriages surplus 
to requirements. 


After negotiations and a visit to Zig 
Zag, it was decided to purchase the 
five carriages, which consist of three 
composite passenger/guard and two 
passenger cars. These vehicles are high 
capacity, timber bodied swing-door 
cars and they will particularly suit 
holiday running and specials. They are 
air braked and screw-coupled with 


buffers. 


Underframes and wheels appear to 
be in good condition and all need 
some form of repair and restoration. 

V1209 has had a leaking mudring 
repaired. The engine was re-blocked 
during this repair and a broken injector 
was repaired. 

T251 has had new piston rings fitted. 
The new smokebox is being installed 
and new cladding is to be fitted. It is 
planned to manufacture a new tender. 

M6 is in the process of getting the 
boiler and wheels removed from the 
frame. 

S547 has undergone some preser- 
vation work. Rust killer has been 
applied and the boiler painted. 

On Sat.9.10 the society had a bad 
day. V1209 caused problems and the 
Queenscliff car ferry had mechanical 
trouble, which caused it to stand-off 
for some hours until the weather was 
favourable to dock. To top it off, the 
local bakery oven failed and the work- 
shop gang had to come to the rescue. 


V1209 arrives at Drysdale from Queencliff on Sun.7.11.93 Frank Cross 
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An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 

XPT — OPERATION AND 
DETAILS: The Sydney - Melbourne 
XPT commenced operation on Sun. 
21.11, with the return service due to 


leave Melbourne the following night. 


It is timetabled to depart Sydney 


at 20 40, arriving Melbourne at 07 00. 


Departure from Melbourne is at 20 
10 with arrival in Sydney at 06 45. 


Fares — single adult: 
Economy $49 
First class $79 
Sleeping berth $135. 


Between 25 October and 5 
November, 31 South Dynon drivers 
were trained to operate the train, 
with eight drivers learning the road 
to Junee and the XPT was sighted 
several times running between 
Melbourne and Seymour for crew 
training. Eventually, all A roster 
drivers will be trained through to 
Junee. 

During the same period, 
maintenance and cleaning staff also 
underwent extensive training. 
Technical details — 

Power cars: 

One at each end of the train, 
weighing about 71 tonnes with a 12 
cylinder turbo-charged diesel-electric 
motor rated at 1492kW. 

Each power car is 17.3 m long, 
4.2 m high and 2.9 m wide. 
Modifications include: 
improved engine cooling, 
reduced traction gear ratios to 
cope with steeper grades, 
= larger engine mufflers, and 
= improved engine air-filters. 


Carriages: 

Seating is provided for up to 72 
passengers in each carriage. Carriages 
weigh about 38 tonnes and are 
24.2m long, 4m high and 2.88m 
wide. 

All seats recline and there is a 
take-away buffet service, providing 
hot and cold food, snacks and 
drinks. 

The sleeping carriages have 
accommodation for 18 travellers in 
twinette compartments. Private 
shower and toilet facilities are 
provided between each 
compartment. Beds fold away to 
provide luxury seats. 


Total accommodation allows for 
350 passengers. 

Initially it was planned to run 
both an overnight and daylight 
service but the Victorian 
Government decided against the 
daylight option because of the cost 
involved. It was claimed the daylight 
service would cost $3.9 million over 
and above revenue receipts and this 
worked out at a nett loss of $11 700 
per trip. 

The NSW Government expressed 
concern at the State’s late decision 
not to operate the service and a 
great deal of criticism was generated 
from the PTUA and local press in 
the Albury area. The day train was 
to have replaced the present Riverina 
Express and the manager of 
Countrylink said the decision would 
mean the Riverina Express would 
continue to provide a service from 
Albury to Sydney. 

On Sat.13.11 it was reported that 
over 3000 tickets had been sold in 
NSW for the daylight service and a 
spokesperson for the NSW 
Transport Minister said their 
department had been under the 
impression for a long time that both 
states intended to run a daylight 
service. “There was an agreement on 
both sides,’ she said. ‘This is no 
longer the case.’ 

If there ever was such an 
agreement, it was never written 
down, according to the Victorian 
Minister for Public Transport. ‘There 
has never been any written 
agreement between previous state 
governments for (the) introduction 
of a daylight XPT. At no time has 
the present Victorian Government 
agreed to introduce a new daylight 
XPT service.’ 

The NSW Minister disagreed, 
saying the Victorian Government 
had shelved plans and had only 
recently decided against running the 
daylight service. 

The Victorian Government has 
invited its NSW counterpart to run a 
daylight service to Melbourne at its 
own expense, an offer NSW has 
refused. 

In a news release dated Wed.10.11 
the Minister for Public Transport 
stated: 

‘The PTC and State Rail Authority 
of New South Wales have agreed to 


provide the overnight service. 
However, the PTC has no objection 
to the SRA operating such a daylight 
service, provided the SRA, which 
manages passenger services in the 
corridor, covers all costs. 

It would be irresponsible of the 
Government to allow Victorian 
taxpayers to subsidise any additional 
services during a time when major 
reforms to Victoria’s public transport 
service are taking place. 

In September 1991, the Kirner 
government withdrew the 
Intercapital Daylight service because 
it was financially unviable. Since its 
removal, the PTC has operated a 
successful daylight train/bus service 
between Melbourne and Sydney, 
together with the current overnight 
service. 

There has never been any written 
agreement between previous state 
governments for a re-introduction of 
a daylight XPT. At no time has the 
present Victorian Government 
agreed to introduce a new daylight 
XPT interstate service. 

The Riverina XPT operates at 
considerable loss and a daylight 
service through to Melbourne would 
mean that Victorian taxpayers would 
be subsidising local travel in NSW. 

The daylight service was estimated 
to lose in the order of $11 million a 
year. This burden is unacceptable to 
Victoria. 

The SRA took bookings on a 
daylight XPT without the agreement 
of the PTC.’ 


SOUTH WEST — 

Geelong - Warrnambool - 
Cressy - Mt Gambier - Portland 
- Ararat 


WEST COAST RAILWAY 

(WCR): 

Staff: As at Mon.1.11 WCR had the 

following staff establishment: 

= Head Office — 

Directors: Mr D Gibson (part time), 
Mr G McDonald, Mr M Menzies. 

Station Officers: Mr R Evans, 

Ms M Imrie, Mr A McDonald, 
Ms C McDonald, Ms V Wigley. 
Catering Manager: Ms J McDonald. 
Group Travel Manager (part time): 

Mr T Murray. 
Conductor: Ms N Flack. 


Ss 


Minister for Public Transport Mr Alan Brown speaks to West Coast Railway 
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Directors Gary McDonald, Don Gibson and Michael Menzies on arrival of 
8235 pass. at Warrnambool. Wed.3.11.93 Jan McDonald 


= Winchelsea — 


Station Officers: Mr B McCallum, 
Mr D McCallum. 


® Colac — 
Station Officer: Mr A Smith. 


= Camperdown: 


Station Officers (part time): 

Mr I McDonald, Mr T O'Leary. 
# Warrnambool — 
Station Master: Mr P Petlove. 
Station Officers: Ms K. O’Dwyer, 

Ms L Lee, Mr M Waight. 
Conductors: Mr T Dawson, 

Mr T Killeen, Ms L Slack. 
Catering: Ms S Cunningham, 

Ms S Nicol, Ms N Smith. 
Cleaning: Mr R Ward. 


Operations: The second week of 
operation, still the school holidays, 
saw 6 000 passengers travel. 
Following the end of the school 
holidays numbers have fallen back, 
as expected, and 4 000 travelled in 
the third and fourth weeks. Total 
passenger journeys for the four 
weeks ending Sat.16.10 were 20 011. 
Passenger journeys logged: 


Week ending Journeys 
23.10 4097 
30.10 4617 

6.11 4189 
13.11 4631 
20.11 5015 


Catering: Food and drink sales on 
all Warrnambool - Geelong and 
Geelong - Warrnambool trains are 
provided seven days per week. Items 
can be purchased from the snack bar 


and when possible, catering staff will 
provide a service of taking orders 
from seated passengers. 


At a later date this service will be 
extended between Geelong and 
Melbourne; in the meantime, the 
snack bar will close prior to arrival at 
Geelong and open after Geelong on 
Warrnambool trains. 


Minister’s visit: On Wed.3.11 the 
Minister for Public Transport visited 
the Geelong office and met directors 
and staff prior to joining the 8235 
down pass., when it arrived from 
Melbourne. He was impressed with 
the on-train staff and catering service 
and it was not difficult to convince 
him of the poor and deteriorating 
state of the track, with rough riding 
of the carriages evident in several 
locations. The Minister also rode in 
the cab of the loco for a first-hand 
experience of the line. 


After a ceremony at 
Warrnambool, Mr Brown was 
glowing in his praise of the service 
provided and expressed his belief 
that it would go on to long term 
success. He emphasised that the 
track to Warrnambool had, for a 


LEFT: N466 City of Warrnambool 
displays the commemorative 
headboard as it awaits departure of 
the first West Coast Railway train, 
17 00 (8280) ex Warrnambool on a 
very wet Sun.19.9.93 Gary McDonald 


BELOW: A78 on 9244 ballast train 
sits in little used No.3 Road as N474 
departs towards Geelong on 8256 
pass. Waiting to depart for 
Warrnambool from No.2 Road is 8235 
pass. (hauled by N475). Winchelsea is 
now one of very few single line 
crossing locations in Victoria where 
passenger train services cross each 
other. The safeworking officer is a 
West Coast Railway employee. 14 00, 
Fri.22.10.93 Laurie Savage 


decade or more, been neglected and 
under a cloud of closure by 
governments of both political 
persuasion. 

He stated that the track was now 
there to stay and it would be 
maintained accordingly 


Rollingstock: WCR have purchased 
V/Line locomotives $300, $302, $311 
and $312. Negotiations are 
proceeding regarding the purchase of 
several B class locos. 

Former Southern Auroa dining car 
RMS2360, still on the standard 
gauge, and passenger brakevans 
CP291, CP293 and CP294 have also 
been purchased. 

The ex-V/Line carriages to operate 
on the Warrnambool line are, 
ACZ252, ACZ255, ACZ257, BZ267, 
BZ269, BZ270, BRS221, BRS222, 
BRS224, BS203, BS205 and BS207. 
These twelve carriages are currently 
being leased from V/Line and used 
to operate the service, with 
occasional use of other V/Line cars 
due to operational or maintenance 
requirements. 

The carriages are being maintained 
by V/Line, but as soon as possible, 
ownership of the cars and 
responsibilty for maintenance will 
transfer to WCR. 


GEELONG LOCO DEPOT 
VISITS: 


Sun.24.10: G511, G524, G533, G539, 
G541, G542, H1, N453, N463, 
N475, $301, $307, T396, T409, X41, 
Y135, Y147. 

Sun.31.10: G521, G531, G534, G535, 
G536, G537, G543, H2, N461, 
T379, Y135, Y147. 

Sun.7.11: G521, G530, G535, G537, 
G540, G543, H4, N452, N458, 
N465, T371, T388, T400, T402, 
T409, Y135, Y147, Y156, Y171. 

Sun.14.11: G515, G516, G530, G533, 
G534, N469, N472, T369, T379, 
1390, T408, T409, X32, Y147, 
Y156. 

1413, W241 and W244 were present 
on each occasion. 


MT GAMBIER: Over the past 
month, the 20 30 (9193) Tottenham 
Yard - Mt Gambier goods, as seen at 
Mt Gambier, has usually been hauled 
by a single G or X class loco. 
Variations have been: 


Wed.20.10: G512-X32. 


Fri.22.10: H2. G516 arrived light 
engine late in the afternoon and 
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the return goods (9192) departed 
with G516-H2. 
Mon.1.11: X35-T408. 


GHERINGHAP: The traffic pattern 
remains similar to that reported in 
the November issue. Set out 
hereunder are departures from the 
norm during the period mid-October 
to mid-November. Train numbers 
only have been used and reference 
to November will give a complete 
train identification. 

Mon.18.10: G543-H1, up block grain 
(9126) at 07 41. 

Tues.19.10: H4-X36, up goods (9192) 
at 05 19. G514-P18, down oil and 
goods (9139) at 12 47. 

Fri.22.10: G539-G533-X45-S307, up 
grain (9122) at 07 37. A85, down 
oil (9153) at 12 02. 

Mon.25.10: G539-T369-S307-S301, 
down grain (9123) at 14 47. 

Wed.27.10: A85, down oil (9153) at 
13 51. 

Fri.29.10: N468-X41-X31, up grain 
(9126) at 07 46. A85, down oil 
(9153) at 11 50. G-S-S, up goods 
(9152) at 23 33. 

Sat.30.10: G528-G511-BL35-BL34, 
down goods (9169) at 13 26. 
G541-T396-T369-T371, down grain 
(9125) at 16 09. 

Mon.1.11: BL30-S310, up goods 
(9150) at 09 40. 

Tues.2.11: G539-H2, up goods (9152) 
at 00 03. 


Wed.3.11: A85, down oil (9153) at 
11 44, 


Fri.5.11: P19-G543, down goods 
(9137) at 06 27. 


Sat.6.11: C503-C510-X52, down 
goods (9169) at 13 46. | 
Mon.8.11: G515-X46, down | 
superfreighter (9145) at 17 17. First 
NRC train, now scheduled to run 
via Gheringhap, through at 17 11. 


Wed.10.11: C509-C501-963, down 
goods (9169) at 15 01. 

Sat.13.11: G521-G536-BL31-BL30, 
down goods (9169) at 14 15. 
%45-X53-G537-G541, down grain 
(9125) at 16 01. 

Tues.16.11: BL28-963, up goods 
(9150) at 16 00. G529-S317, down 
goods (9141) at 20 00. 


Wed.17.11: G538-C508-963, down 
goods (9169) at 14 21. 
G534-G541-G531, down grain 
(9121) at 14 47. 


Fri.19.11: G540-G534-G542, down 
grain (9121) at 15 04. X32- 
Goulburn,-State Car-N set, up 
pass.(8146). 


Sat.20.11: This was the first day of 
staff and ticket working between 
Gheringhap and Warrenheip. 
X48-X50-BL32-BL35, down goods 
(9169) at 14 33. 

Special and extra workings: Extra 
grain trains, numbered 9177, 9178, 
9184, 9185, 9186, 9187, 9188, 9189, 


After the failure of Y122, G514 shunts at Portland 


on Fri.27.8.93 Dave Cochrane 


R707 storms up Avenel Bank with the 14 40 (8326) up Albury pass. at 
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17 10 on Sun.7.11.93 Peter Foote 


9190, 9191, 9194, 9195, 9196, 9197, 
9198 and 9199 ran during the 
period. 49 trains were logged, 
indicating movement of large 
quantities of grain. Train consists 
were generally double-headed G 
class locos with 36 0 43 wagons. 


Sat.20.11: R761-R766 ran a special 
tour train through at 22 57. 


NORTH — 


Bendigo - Swan Hill 
- Echuca 


ECHUCA: The traffic pattern 
remains as previously reported, the 
only unusual movement being J515 
and a 13 car Train of Knowledge 
consist arriving at 15 45 on 
Mon.25.10 and departing on 
Wed.27.10. 


BENDIGO LOCO DEPOT 
VISITS: 


Sun.31.10: N457, T1367, T400, X41, 
Y138. 


Sun.7.11: N473, T367, T1374, X33, 
Y138. 


Sun.14.11: N465, T402, Y138. 
Sun.21.11: N469, X44, Y138. 


BENDIGO NEWS: The traffic 
pattern remains as previously 
reported. Sightings out of the 
ordinary are listed hereunder: 


Tues.26.10: X38-H5-T392-21x VHGF 
(9252) arrived ex-Swan Hill at 
19 13. 

Wed.27.10: X54-H1-H2-23x VHGF 
(9252) arrived ex-Swan Hill at 
17 43 and departed at 18 54. 


Tues.2.11: $317-H1-3x VZTX-VLCX- 
2x VHGF-3x VIQF-VLDX- VLCX- 
7x VTQF(9080) arrived 18 21. 

Wed.3.11: X43-N462-T392-6x VLEX- 
30xVQRE (9084). 

Thurs.4.11: $301-S317-10x VHGF- 
2x VLCX-VTQF-3xVZSX- 
ixVTQF-11x VHGF(9080) arrived 
17 55. 

Fri.5.11: N471-X42-X43-T369-VTQF- 
7x VHFF-2x VHJA-4x VHFF- 
6x VLEX-3x VZSX-27x VQORF 
(9084) departed 21 41. 

Fri.12.11: X35-T374-derelict 
T367-3x VLEX-25xVQRF (9084). 

Fri.19.11: 
N466-X48-X36-T388-VPCX- 
6x VLEX-12x VZSX- 
31x VQRF(9084) departed 21 50. 


NORTH EAST — 
Strathmerton - Albury 


R707 ON SCHEDULED PASS.: On 
Sat.6.11, R707 hauled the 08 30(8305) 
down Albury pass. from Seymour 
and returned on the 14 40 (8326) 

up Albury pass. the next day, 
terminating at Spencer Street. It was 
claimed that this was the first time in 
30 years the locomotive had been used 
for a regularly scheduled passenger 
service on the north-east line. 


MANGALORE: The 12 00 (8311) 
down Albury pass. continues to have 
regular multi-loco combinations, 


X37 prepares to depart Bairnsdale with empty oil pots 
on Tues.16.3.93 Jason Oliver 


with occasional exceptions, to the 
usual A or N class locos: 
Mon.1.11: A62-X43 
Thurs.4.11: X52-X51-A81 
Fri.5.11: A79-S317-S301 
Mon.8.11: $317-S301-X 
Tues.9.11: X44-X50 
Thurs.11.11: N462-X46 
Fri.12.11: X54-S317-A73-X36 
Mon.15.11: X41-X49 
Tues.16.11; X54-A73-S313 
Fri.26.11: $301-X31. 

Apart from R707, steam made 


other appearances on the north-east 


during November: 
Sun.14.11; J515 on an up pass. 


Sun.21.11: J515-T320 (push/pull) on a 
down Yarrawonga pass., through 


Mangalore at 08 59, returning at 
18 00. 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS: 


07 10 (9522) (M-Sa) Long Island - 
Tottenham Yard goods. 


14 45 (M-F) 14 20 (Sa) (9531) 


Tottenham Yard - Long Island block 


steel. 
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9522 9531 
18.10 X43-T371 X43-T371 
19.10 A71-S310-X50 G511-H2 
20.10 A73-A62-N462 N474-X33-X49 
21.10 A81-N456-X50* A71-H1-X49 
22.10 G540-X49 
23.10 X54-X33-A81 G540-X49 
25.10 G540 X45-T371-X49 
26.10 X32-T371-X54 
27.10 X52-X40-X49 X49-X52-X51 
28.10 X52-X49 X49-X52-T409 
29.10 X33-X51-H4 
30.10 N473-X54-X50 X38-X50-X51 
1.11. X38-X50 X50-X51-X54 
3.11. $307-X46-X53  X53-X46-S307 
4.11 X46-X53 G530-S313 


5.11 G530-S313 


6.11 $317-S301-A79 X50-X44-S313 

8.11 X44-X50 X50-X44-T402 
-H2 

9.11 X43-S301-X34 

10.11 X44-X54-X50 X46-S313-X54 

11.11 $313-X54 H5-X54-S313 

12.11 $310-X50-T388 

13.11 X54-S313-A73 $310-X50-T388 


*On Thurs 21.10 A81-N456-X50 was 
noted at Frankston at the++up signal 
under the bridge. T402, obviously with 
problems on the Stony Point pass., was 
still at Frankston. A81 moved light engine 
to the centre track and N456 moved to the 
rear of the pass. A81 returned to 9522 and 
departed with X50. T402-2 cars-N456 
then departed on the pass. at 09 55. 


FRANKSTON: Later sightings of 
9531 are recorded hereunder: 
Wed.3.11: X53-X46-S307-29 wagons 
Thurs.4.11: G530-S313-30 wagons 
Mon.15.11: $313-X54-S301-28 wagons 


Sat.20.11: G539-S301-C506-31 wagons. 


STONY POINT PASS:.: 
1374: 20.10 

1392: 21.10 

T400: 22.10 to 26.10 
T382: 28.10, 29.10 

1396: 3.11 

1379: 4.11 to 9.11 

T400: 12.11 to 16.11 

1379: 18.11 to 20.11. 


Nothing to do on 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the 
ARHS Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor 
from 8 p.m.? 


See you there! 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


EMPLOYMENT 


National Rail is establishing a wagon 
maintenance depot adjacent to the 
Melbourne Freight Terminal. Twenty 
positions have been advertised for the 
position of maintainers. 

The appointees will be responsible 
for carrying out the running and com- 
ponent change-over of rollingstock. 


EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST 


The National Rail Corporation has 
called for expressions of interest from 
qualified organisations to tender for 
the manufacture or modification and 
supply of dual gauge sleeper plates, 
with delivery due to commence this 
month. 


TENDERS 


The following tenders have been called 
on behalf of the PTC: 


= Supply and installation of crash 
beams and associated piers for the 
rail bridge at Racecourse Road, 
Flemington. 


= Design, supply, delivery, instal- 
lation, testing and commissioning of 
valve monitoring systems for the 
main sprinkler system stop valves in 
the Melbourne Underground Rail 
Loop. 


= Dismantling, purchase and removal 
of single storey timber and corru- 
gated iron and four storey, re- 
inforced concrete and brick build- 
ings at the Melbourne Freight Ter- 
minal. 


KERANG 


Kerang Borough Council has entered a 
12 month lease with the PTC to oper- 
ate the town’s impressive brick railway 
station. The lease will be reviewed at 
the end of the period with provision 
for a further two year option. The PTC 
agreed to waive the cost of leasing and 
will contribute $70 per week towards 
cleaning expenses. 


Council decided to take positive 
action after problems arose when the 
PTC de-staffed the station and pas- 
sengers found themselves locked out 
of the modern air-conditioned waiting 
room facilities and were forced to wait 
outside during one of the wettest and 
coldest winters on record. 


The council advertised for a station 
master/municipal employee to operate 
the station and provide service for 
both the train and bus passengers. The 
successful applicant needed to have 
a sound knowledge of V/Line pro- 
cedure, including the computer book- 
ing system and the salary offered was a 


great deal less than that applicable to 
V/Line employees. 


The Town Clerk estimated the cost 
of operation to be about $33 000 for 
the first year. The PTC pay a 10% 
agency commission fee on ticket sales 
and as the average sales over the past 
three years were $200 000 it meant 
council could receive up to $19 000 
commission. 


At worst council could lose between 
$5000 and $6000 per year and at best it 
could be a profitable enterprise. Coin- 
cidentally, council’s only ticket sales 
competitor is from a councillor who 
operates the local travel agency 
appointed to sell PTC tickets. This 
councillor declared his pecuniary inter- 
est and left the chamber prior to the 
vote being taken. 


The station will be staffed from 
07 00 to 21 00 Monday to Friday, one 
hour on Saturday and three hours on 
Sunday. 


The council’s action is not the first 
time a local municipality has been 
actively involved in maintaining rail 
infrastructure for other than museum 
purposes. In 1889, the then Kerang 
Shire Council built the 23 kilometre 
Kerang & Koondrook Tramway 
which it operated until 1952, at which 
time the line was taken over by VR 
and subsequently closed in 1978. 


N452 with the 06 45 (8038) up Swan Hill pauses at Kerang at 07 23 on Thurs.21.10.93 Bryce Leydon 
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MAIL VAN 


A selection of the month's Letters to the Editor 


Mr J Teare of Frankston East writes: 


In 1915, lam told, work commenced on 
the lowering of the main railway line 
between South Yarra and Malvern at 
the same time as two extra tracks were 
being laid. All signalling was with 
upper quadrant electric signals, until 
the viaduct over the tram track was 
reached, where two multi-arm two- 
position signal gantries, one for each 
set of track, stood. 


All signals at Caulfield station were 
manually controlled from a number of 
signal cabins. 


Late in the afternoon, in the late 
1920s, whilst a peak hour train stood, 
I think at platform 4, a second peak 
hour train ploughed into the rear of the 
stationary train. 


Can any reader tell me when the 
accident occurred and what caused, it 
as well as when the electric signalling 
was first installed at Caulfield? I can 
recall that in 1936 I noticed all the 
signals at Caulfield were then electric 


semaphore type. 


The following letter was received. 
The writer identified himself but 
requested anonymity: 


eee eeecee 


Do any of the avid rail photographers 
and spotters ever stop to think of the 
drivers when they are clamouring for 
that ‘head-on, high speed, gee that was 
close!’ shot. 

As the son of a retired driver of 38 
years experience, and a current rail- 
way employee, I have watched with 
anguish the strain this type of activity, 
along with the ‘jumpers’ and collisions 
with motor vehicles, does to the 
driver. 

Fatalities are not fun, they tear a man 
apart and his family also has to bear the 
suffering. 

In this day of recession come depres- 
sion, the incidents of suicide have in- 
creased and as all are aware, trains do 
not stop quickly, so when a railfan 
pops up around a bend or climbs up a 
signal post all a lot of drivers can think 
is, ‘Is this guy the next one I kill’. 

Spare a thought for the driver, he 
doesn’t need the pain. 


Mr R Ballard of Werribee writes: 


I reply to Stephen Molloy’s article Can 
two Gs run elephant style, in the October 
issue. 

The article is a very informative 
piece for the avid G class spotter as to 
the intrinsic differences between No.1 


eccee 


ee 


and No.2 ends of either the Series 1 or 
Series 2 loco as seen from the outside. 


Technically itis possible to run them 
elephant style, why else would MU 
cable receptacles be fitted to both 
ends? 


All locomotives are fitted with 
Hasler type speed recorders and in the 
case of double-ended locos (A, B, N 
and G class) there are two, but only 
one, in the Nol end, has a speed chart 
fitted. The custom of No.2 — No.2 end 
enables drivers to sign the chart at the 
start of a move and always be able to do 
so irrespective of which direction the 
loco is travelling. 


In regard to the windscreens, it 
should be noted that the double glass 
comes supplied in the frame from the 
manufacturer and is riveted into place 
to allow for the inclusion of electric 
demisting. If you look closely at the 
centre top or bottom of the wind- 
screen, you will notice a small 50 mm x 
50 mm box that is part of the demister. 
The added advantage of this type of 
fitment is that it seals better than 


the older type rubber seal. 


Fumes can be a problem if the seals 
are not maintained in good order. 
They are of a figure 8 construction, 
similar to those on a motor car door. 


X53-1T392-RT28 shunt at Horsham freightgate. 13 00, Thurs.15.7.93 Gavin McLaughlan 
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TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


CORRECTIONS 


p 328: Calendar December. The new 
Flinders Street viaduct had only two 
tracks. Four tracks were added. 


p-328: The locomotives which became 
the H class were introduced as T414, 
T418. 


p.334: D688 held special significance 
in the Swan Hill area, having been 
used on ‘Monkey Train’ charters. In 
recent years the numbers were 
swapped back to the correct locos. 


p-335: Gol Go should read Gol Gol. 
p-335: Patina should read Platina. 


p.347: NEWSRAIL apologises to the lady 
pictured. She is clearly zor elderly. 


p.358: The correction to p.271 has been 
found to be incorrect. Further re- 
search indicates that in May 1921 
there were through cars Melbourne - 
Maryborough; change then to Mil- 
dura connection. 

December 1921 to December 1922: 
Through sitting cars via Castle- 
maine. 

December 1924 to May 1927: 
Through sitting and sleeping cars 
via Castlemaine. 

June 1929 to May 1930: Still through 
cars via Castlemaine, but the Tues- 
day 08 00 up was replaced by a Mon- 
day 20 30 up. 

July 1931: Through train via Ballarat, 
four overnight services each way. 


Pe ee a ee 


ODD SPOT 


In the first item of general news 
the Federal Transport Minister 
said $153 million had been ear- 
marked to upgrade rail freight 
infrastructure. The RACV 


magazine, Royal Auto, details 
how $350 million will be spent 
on roadworks on the Calder 
Highway between Melbourne 
and Bendigo. One of the projects 


is the Kyneton by-pass, costing 
$35 million. In July 1993, a 6.5 km 
link, costing $32 million was 
opened. Another is a $100 mil- 
lion bypass of Ballarat with a 
further $5.2 million to widen the 
road shoulders between Ballarat 
and Ararat. 

One wonders how much stan- 
dard gauge track could be laid for 
the same amount! 


ASSISTANCE PLEASE 


Mr Allan French, 105 Buckingham 
Drive, East Rosanna 3084, telephone 
459 4503, would like to hear from any 
person who has any movie film of 
H220 when it was in service. Very little 
footage has ever been seen of this loco- 
motive and therefore any information 
about the whereabouts of any movie of 
H220 would be appreciated. 


A78 on the 14 40 up Albury pass., accelerates past a stabled up Oaklands 
wheat train with X52-X50 at Seymour. 17 07, Sun.10.1.93 Peter Foote 
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— The — 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column. 


FOR SALE. 


Three rail OO Layout 3 x 5.2 metre, 
handbuilt track, 8 stations; 2 turntables, 
9 Hornby Locos, 12 Hornby carriages and 
60 handbuilt wagons. Price negotiable. 
Chris Phillips, 113 Windermere Street 
South, Ballarat 3350. (053) 31 6075. 


Railway and Tramway printed memorabilia — 
unusual tickets, labels, special event covers, 
stamps, postcards and lots more!! Free list 
of offers available from Stafford Stamps, 
Box 73, Kew East, 3102. 


MT & O Co Bell Punch, combination known 
$300 ono. VR Newsletter 1/59-12/81 22 years 
$200 or $12 per year. Odds 3/67-9/90 $1 
each. ARHS Bulletins 7, 9, 11/65, 7/68, 5/74, 
2-12/86, ARE 9/78-12/80 $1 each. Plus post- 
age and cost all sales. Keith Vanstan, 4 
Robyn Place, Delacombe 3356. (053) 35 9847. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 


Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


BRANCH LINE 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


DURING 


YOUR COMPL 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m. — 9 p.m. 9a.m.—5 p.m. 
Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
HOLIDAYS Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 


Bankcard welcome 


WEUS ENGINE Slab 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Direct Importers 


OPEN EVERY DAY 


from 
SUNDAY, 26 DECEMBER 1993 
to 
SUNDAY, 29 JANUARY 1994 
12 noon to 4 p.m. 


Martin's Wocdel Train Supplies 


READY TO RUN LOCOS AND ROLLINGSTOCK 

Kits, Tools, Accessories, Starter Sets, Baseboards 

and Modules, Mail Order, Collections bought and sold. 
Ample free parking. 

29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 

Phone and Fax (03) 841 8089 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


BOOKS, MODELS, MAGAZINES AND VIDEOS 
THE RAILFAN SHOP 


The transport specialists 


U.S. BOOKS 


“The Train Watchers’ Guide to North American Railroads” 


A contemporary reference to the major railroads of the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico. 


$19.95 (postage $3) 

“The Contemporary Diesel Spotters’ Guide” 

A comprehensive reference manual to locomotives built since 1972. 
$26 (postage $3) 


ROLLINGSTOCK 


Powerline HO Scale VR and V/Line airconditioned steel cars 
First, Second/Economy or unlabelled. Please specify. 


$32 each (postage $3) 
Also from Kalmbach a large range of reference books on model railways 


and aircraft. 
THE RAILFAN SHOP 
40 Market Street, Melbourne 3000 Telephone: (03) 621 2238 
Mail and phone orders welcome. All major credit cards accepted. 
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YARRAM LINE 


A NewsraiL pictorial feature 
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